
In bed with …the 
Earagail Arts Festival 

(Cultural Tourism 
Partnerships)



“ Culture is very much 
tourism’s main attraction. 

Without culture to make the 
difference, every place would 

seem blandly the same.” 
(P. Boniface – Managing 
Quality Cultural Tourism)



Earagail Arts 
Festival 

120 events in 40 venues 
22 towns, villages (and islands!) 

16 festival days and nights  
49,680 festival attendees 

69% of audience from Donegal 
15% from Northern Ireland 

8% from other Irish counties 
8% international visitors 
(Annual Report 2011)



Earagail Arts 
Festival 
- annual turnover of approx. €500k 
- generates over €3 million in the local 
economy. [1] 

[1] Source:Indecon Economic 
Consultants Report 2009 / Fitzpatrick 
Associates Report 2004



Earagail Arts 
Festival 
- On average, visitors from outside 
Donegal staying overnight spent 
€532.89 during their visit on 
accommodation and  €736.55 on non- 
accommodation items[2] 

[2] Source: Audiences NI 
Customer Survey Analysis 2011



The Cultural Menu  The Cultural Menu  
-- Accommodating Each Accommodating Each 
OtherOther



Sharing The………

Programming PartnershipsProgramming Partnerships



Animating The Landscape…….



National Brand 
Partnership 

“Festivals First” 
Network



International Marketing & 
Promotion - Made In Donegal Brand 

Fira Tarrega, Catalunya 
Celtic Colours, Nova Scotia 

WOMEX, Copenhagen 
Celtic Connections, Glasgow 

La Grande Rencontre, Montréal 
Milwaukee Irish Festival, USA 



A Work of Art……… 

Creative Collaborative 
Commissions



Making A Spectacle of 
Ourselves…The Cultural 

Tourism Mix





LUXe present



Defining the Partnership & 
Managing Expectations 

Earagail Arts Festival Partnership & 
Submissions Policy



Earagail Arts Festival 
- 67% of respondents from outside 
Donegal indicated that the Earagail Arts 
Festival was either very important or 
extremely important in their decision to 
visit Donegal[3] 

[3] Source: Audiences NI 
Customer Survey Analysis 2011
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