PRESS RELEASE

Donegal County Development Board hosts hugely successful one day event on cross border collaboration 
On May 18th 2011, members of the Donegal County Development Board (CDB) were joined by cross border partners from Derry, Strabane, Limavady and further afield to consider opportunities for cross border collaboration and co-operation.  This very successful event attracted almost 100 participants to Letterkenny to debate key opportunities in the areas of job creation, enterprise, skills development, tourism, culture, creative industries and the green economy.  Opening the event, Cllr. Dessie Larkin, Chairperson of the CDB highlighted the “importance of working together for the benefit of the whole region and emphasised the importance of working in partnership with all stakeholders to maximise the potential of the county and region.”
Speaking at the event, Mr. Seamus Neely, County Manager noted “the need to promote co-operation and collaboration in the context of the Letterkenny / Derry Gateway as recognised in the National Spatial Strategy and Regional Development Strategy in Northern Ireland, and also in the context of the North West Gateway Initiative as promoted by the two governments north and south”.  Mr. Neely noted that a “cross border action plan to identify issues of common interest and to advance key cross border projects will be prepared arising from this event.” 
Ms. Loretta Mc Nicholas, Research Manager, Donegal County Council, noted that “the north west region has experienced a 9% increase in the total population from 2001-2010 with a total estimated population currently of 341,889”.  Ms. Mc Nicholas noted that “64% of the population fall into the working age category, while some 35,000 students are enrolled in the north west region in disciplines such as Business studies, engineering, nursing, science, computing and design.”

Mr. Dermot Mc Laughlin, Chief executive of the TempleBar Cultural Trust speaking at the event recalled the experience of developing Templebar and highlighted the importance of “developing a brand which can capitalise on the cultural resources and assets which the region has to offer, and the huge potential of having the UK City of Culture Derry / Londonderry in 2013”. 

Mr. Paul Hannigan, President of the Letterkenny Institute of Technology, asked “what more can be done to develop the skills, education and enterprise resources of the North West region”.  He highlighted in particular “the need for greater private sector engagement, local leadership and a coherent long term strategic plan for the region, which is supported by clear statistical evidence based mapping.” 

Mr. John Meehan, Deputy Town Clerk and Acting Chief Executive Derry City Council, noted “the tourism, culture and creative assets which the North West region has to offer and the need to strengthen co-ordinated marketing of the region to create visitor experiences which are unique and competitive.”  
Closing the event, Mr. Micheal O hEanaigh, Director of Services, Donegal County Council, thanked all participants for their attendance and highlighted that the “CDB will continue to build on cross border partnership for the benefit of the region as a whole, and take forward the ideas and suggestions from the event today into a strategic cross border action plan.”
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